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What IS ESN’? INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
' ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

# One of the biggest non-profit interdisciplinary
student’s organisations in Europe

¥ Founded In 1989
 With the return of the 1st Erasmus students

% Aim: support and develop student exchanges and
provide an intercultural experience
e also to those students who cannot access a
period abroad (‘internationalisation at home').

% Principle: “Students helping students™
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What is PRIME?

% Problems of Recognition
¥ European-wide research

% Conducted by ESN with t
Euro
Vilnius University

Education and Culture DG

Lifelong Learning Programme

% Two editions:
e 15tin 2009
e Follow-up in 2010

IS

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

n Making Erasmus
oroject

pean Commission and with a partners

ne support of the
nip of

UNIVz
S
-1579 %f){a




IXESN

Obj eCtiveS INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

% Draw attention of the stakeholders and
parties involved In the process of
recognition to ever-lasting problems and
obstacles

* Map and monitor good practices
¥ Provide solutions and recommendations

* Improve the quality of exchange and
Increase the numbers
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Fields Of the researCh INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

% Most common practices in Europe regarding:
 Information provision about Erasmus and other
exchanges
ECTS
« Course credit calculation
e Usage of the ECTS at European universities
Learning Agreement (LA)
* Negotiation and signing
Recognition
 Validity of the LA, involved parties, common
problems
Grade transfer
Erasmus and additional grants, tuition fees
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Recognition
and exams upon return

IXESN

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

70%

60% -

50% -

40% -

30% -

20% -

10% -

0% - - __

Full Partial No recognition

m All courses 5,40% 3,00% 2,50%
M Some courses 18% 14% 0,40%
M None 43% 12% 1%

Nling; 4%

% PRIME 2009
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Research 1SN

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

#* Both qualitative and quantitative

% Three-level research:
 New: In-depth interview with National Agencies
e Online questionnaire for Higher Education Institutions
e Online questionnaire for Students

# From February until the end of April
#¥ 16 interviews with National Agencies

# 500 responses from Higher Education Institutions
(500% more than in 2009)

% 9000 responses from students (375% more than in
2009)



Information provision

% 26% of students never receive information on exchange

students recognition rights

Information provision to students

IXESn

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

Learning agreement 91,2% 7,8%

ECTS/credit system at the
host and home university

Grade transfer

Exchange students

., SR 49,9% 17,4% 7,2% 26%
recognition rights
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
m Before my exchange M During my exchange  m After my exchange  H Never

100%

* PRIME 2010

ﬁ
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Learning Agreement S

ERASMUS STUDENT NETUDRK

% 87% of institutions use official form of Learning
Agreement provided by European Commission

% 75% of students make changes to the Learning Agreement

Reasons for changing the courses Signing the Learning Agreement

70%

58% 1% 1% 2%
51%

60%

B Before exchange

50% -

40% -

B During exchange
30% -

20% -

M After exchange
10% -

0% -

M LA not signed

Personal The courses | The host | extended my
change of the selected university stay
courses previously requested
previously were not  some changes = Don't remember

selected available * PRIME 2010
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

# 93% of students use ECTS In their Learning
Ag re e m e nt Calculation of the ECTS credits

According to
both workload
and type of
course

Usage of ECTS credits

43%

According to

43%
workload °

According to type

13%
of course
B Together with national credit system ]
M As the only credit system
M ECTS are not used Other I %
* PRIME 2010




Grade transfer

Conversion of grades at home university upon return

Conversion table created by the institution

Conversion table created by department/faculty

Individually by Faculty Erasmus coordinators

Grades are not recorded, only credits

Grades are not converted and are recorded as given by
host institution

Conversion table created for the programme

Individually by professors

Individually by Institutional Erasmus coordinator

Other
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

— 30%

I 1
—
[
—
—- 4%
_- 3%

N 3%

Fs%

% PRIME 2010
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Erasmus grants
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

% Almost 100% of Erasmus students receive the grant
% 4% of students are required to pay back part or entire grant

Reasons

M Too little time spent
abroad/early return

M Lack of ECTS credits or
equivalent

® Failed exams

M Other
¥ PRIME 2010
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ReCOg n iti On : INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

the COncept ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

# No common definition-subject of
Interpretation

% Full recognition according to ESN:

o “All the credits earned during the exchange
and that were originally present in the
final version of the Learning Agreement are
recognised by the home university without
a need to take any further courses or

exams.”

% PRIME 2010



Recognition:

procedures

Parties involved in recognition of
courses studied abroad
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

Need of professors approval
before courses were recognised

B No

M Yes, for some courses
M Yes, for all courses

¥ Not know

% PRIME 2010



Recognition 1SN

and exams upon return ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

80,00%
73.08%

70,00% -

60,00% -

50,00% -

40,00% -

30,00% -

20,00% -

10,00% - 3%,

0,00% - A

Full Partial No recognition
m All 1,47% 0,91% 1,18%
M More than 50% 2,64% 3,46% 0,27%
M Less than 50% 6,78% 4,67% 0,25%
° ’ ° ° % PRIME 2010

H None 62,20% 14,89% 1,29%
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

Recognition:

decisive factors

# Country of home Institution
* Field of studies

#* Information provision

#* Changes In the LA

#* Need of professors approval

% Parties involved in signing the LA and
recognising courses

% PRIME 2010



Recognition:
remaining challenges

¢
¢
¢

ncompatibility of study programmes
Problems with credit calculation

Problems with grade transfer

* Bureaucratic issues
#* Attitude of certain professors
#* Insufficient information provision
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE
ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

% PRIME 2010
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Recommendations

ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

% Binding bilateral agreements

% Flexible study programmes and creation of
“mobility windows”

% ECTS as the only credits system, uniformity in
ECTS calculation

% Usage of ECTS grading scale or development of
other grade conversion method

% Common guidelines on course recognition and
specific roles for all parties

% Better and more timely information provision
% Information and training provided to professors



More information l)KZSﬂ

ERASMUS STUDENT NETWORK

#* Justyna Pisera, PRIME Project Coordinator,
prime-coordinator@esn.org

#* WWW. prime.esn.org
* Final report

PRIME 2010 ‘

wesn PRIME ‘
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THANK YOU FOR

ATTENTION



